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Has for its fand tal principles the Religion of the Bible, 
and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. Its aim, however 
is to give its readers also a supply of general intelligence, and 
the news of the day. 

Terms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them.— 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper,should return 
us a copy with his nameand residence written upon it, and the 
simple order, ‘ Discontinue.” 

Address * THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.”* 
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Nursery Fruit Trees of choice Varieties; Grape 
Vines, Strawberry Plants, &.; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, 8 at the Community Gardens. 
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Steel-Traps of the most approved ‘Description 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 
by the Community. 

8S. Newnouse, Superintendent. 


Garden-Hoves: A new and very complete ar- 
ticle called the Scurrie Hor, is manufactured and 
offered to the gardening public as above. 

Sewing-Silks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 


at wholesale prices. 
A. W. Carr, 0. H. Minter, C. - Ouns, Agents. 


an assortment ‘of our own 
carefully selected stock. 


Traveling-Bags: $ 
Manufacture, from 
Merchants supplied. 


H. W. Burnuam, 


Mrs. E. e..3 Superintendents. 


Cravats : Satin Spring Cravats ef the best 
styles, and thoroughly made. 
Mrs. S. Van VeEvzer; Superintendent. 


www 


Palm-leaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 


the Community. 
Mrs. A. C. Sears, Superintendent. 


Milling : Custom work done as “usual at the 
Community Grist-mill. 
D. J. Har, Miller. 


Fresh Tomatoes-=Hermetically Sealed, in Glass 
Bottles, for family use. 





Designing and Wood-Engraving by E. H. 
De Larre, Oneida Association. 


Orders in any of the above branches may be 
addressed by letter or otherwise to 
THE COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, Madison Co. N. ¥Y. 





Qutney Commune. 
GARDENING, NURSERY - GROW- 


ing and Milling. Address, 
M. L. WORDEN, . . PUTNEY, Vt. 





Wallingford Commune. 
FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


Traveling-Bags 
Manufactured and for sale. Address, 
H. ALLEN, . WALLINGFORD, CONN. 
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PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1,50. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, a summary view 
of their Religious and Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price 50 cts. Printed and published at 
the office of The Circular, Oneida, N. Y. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet 6} cts. 


ANNUAL REPORTS; _ (2d and 3rd) of the 
Onerpa Association. Price 12% cts. 


== Past Volumes of the Circular and the 
Perfectionest, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all parts 
of the country. 

E== Persons writing to us on business con- 
nected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particu- 
larly requested to write their name, Post-Office and 
State, as distinctly as possible. 


The Two Minds. 

‘To be carnally minded is death ; but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace.’— Rom. 8: 6- 

It is very important that we define to 
ourselves and clearly understand, the dif- 
ference between the spiritual and carnal 
mind. These are different states belong- 
ing to the same individuality. The in- 
ward identity is not changed ; the same 
I passes from the carnal to the spiritual 
state ; and we want to know precisely 
what the difference between the two 
states is, and what produces the change. 
Our life may be conceived of as a sub- 
stance which has two sides. By way of 
simplifying it to the imagination, we 
may think of it as like leather—morocco 
for instance, possessing one side highly 
polished, and the other in a rough state. 
The two sides of ourspirits are related 
to the two worlds that we appertain to. 
The inner surface of the spirit is related 
in the nature of things to the spiritual 
world—to God, the angels and the Prim- 
itive church. What we may call the 
outside, relates to the body—to those 
things which we see and feel, and take in 
with our senses. 

Now the carnal mind is one that is 
entirely devoted, or on the whole de- 
voted, to the activity of the outside sur- 
face of life, and the inside surface is neg- 
lected. The polish of the morocco is all 
on the side that turns outwards toward 
the body and material things ; and the 
side that turns inward toward God and 
spiritual things, is inevitably coarse— 
But the truly spiritual mind is one in 
which this fact is reversed, and the pol- 
ish, activity and refinement is on the 
side which meets God and the spiritual 
world. In the present state of things 
such a person is likely to neglect the out- 
er refinements, while his attention is 
given more exclusively to interior culture. 

It is in accordance with a theory of 
Swedenborg we believe, that the opening 
of the senses and receptivities on one 
side of our life, tends to close them on 
the other; and that ifa person’s thoughts, 
consciousness and feelings are running in 
the outward direction, open to the world 
without, that very openness closes them 
to the world within. There seems to be 
an impossibility, or at least a difficulty in 
the way of being open on both sides, A 
perfect state we believe, is one in which 
we shall be open and active in both direc- 
tions; but while we are children, at least 
—as we all are yet—there seems to be 
some natural difficulty in the way of our 
being open on both sides. The opening 
of one tends to close the other. The 
leather makes for itself a polish on one 
side, but is coarse on the opposite. We 
are not yet able to make morocco polished 
on both sides. Accordingly, when a per- 
son becomes spiritual, and his attention 
is absorbed in the things of God, the 
tendency for the present is to make him 
absent-minded in regard to the things of 
the world, and to suppress genial and 
friendly relations with the outward king- 
dom. 

With this view of the difference be- 





tween the carnal mind and the spiritual 


all. ene nature of our r life, ate our re- 


Iatious to the two worlds, we get at a 
vein of treth that will lead us to an un- 
derstanding of several important subjects 
related te these. We may understand 
now the difference between God’s gov- 
ernment in the world as it is, his general 
universal government, and his kingdom 
in heaven, We pray, ‘thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.’ Well, the 
will of God is done on earth; done mi- 
nutely in every particular. ‘ All things 
are of God,’ and of course according to 
his will. But it is not true that the will 
of God is done on earth as it is done in 
heaven. God can govern us in two ways: 
he can come to us from within, or from 
without. He can arrange circumstances 
that shall induce us to act according to 
his purposes, and in that way come upon 
us from without. If you put a tuft of 
hay before a horse, you have given him 
an inducement to act, and he does your 
will, God governs unspiritual men in 
that way, making them do as he wants 
them todo, by presenting inducements 
which are attractive to minds that are 
open to the outward. That is the na- 
ture of his government over animals and 
demons; and he shows his wisdom and 
ski]l in arranging outward inducements 
suited to their minds. On the other 
hand, he can come to the inner side of 
our nature, and can awake in us the in- 
terior sense, an opening of spirit towards 
heaven and himself, and so bring to bear 
an influence of the nature of inspiration 
—an inward inducement, which perhaps 
should not be called an inducement, but 
is of the nature of instinct. His control 
of the redeemed is of this character. He 
relies on the influences of his Spirit upon 
their hearts mainly, using outward in- 
ducements as auxiliaries to the inward, 
The will of God is done in heaven by the 
combined influence of direct appeals to 
their hearts proceeding from above, and 
outward inducements proceeding from 
below. 

To show precisely what we mean, sup- 
pose the case of a carnal mind placed in 
any given set of circumstances, that shall 
insure a balance determining its action. 
Then let it become spiritual, so that God 
can have access to it from within ;—and 
in precisely the same set of circumstan- 
ces, it will not act. Outward induce- 
ments have no power over it to make it 
act at all; and if it does act, it may act 
very differently from what outward in- 
ducements would dictate. When Christ’s 
brethren proposed to him to go to the 
feast of tabernacles with them, he an- 
swered, ‘Go ye up unto this feast : I go 
not up yet ; for my time is not yet fully 
come.’ There he disclosed a principle of 
conduct, essentially different from the one 
they were under. ‘Your time,’ he says, 
‘is always ready ; you act from outward 
inducements, and are masters of your 
own actions from those inducements.— 
When you move you have nothing to con- 
sult but visible occasion. But I cannot 
act as you do, from the influence of mere 
oecasion ; I am open to God, and wait 


- lidently conveyed hen Christ says, ‘ The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, but thou 
canst not tell whence it cometh and 
whither it goeth ; so is every one that is 
born of the spirit.’ To be spiritually 
minded is living, not in the presence and 
under the control of outward inducements, 
but under the control and presence of the 
spirit of God, holding outward induce- 
ments as only a subordinate and second- 
ary part to God’s management ; and so 
making the character unaccountable and 
maysterious to those who are governed by 
outward inducements, and know of ao 
other method of management. 

To look a little deeper into this sub- 
ject : We see in our subjection to the in- 
fluences on either side, from the outward 
world, or from God, that we are recep- 
tive beings. All that we have been talk- 
ing about may be summed up in the 
idea of receiving impressions, Our out- 
ward nature is capable of receiving im- 
pressions from the visible world, that 
seize our attention and become digested 
in us intoaction ; so our spiritual nature 
is open tu receive impressions from God, 
which in like manner become digested 
into action. The primary idea is that of 
reception, and action is only the result or 
product. Now, every one who is capable 
of being saved, or who ever will be saved, 
has naturally a receptive, inside surface. 
There is that in the nature of his spirit 
that is capable of salvation, that can re- 
ceive divine impressions, There is a 
fineness in it capable of being touched 
and worked by spiritual sympathy.— 
That susceptibility may be dormant for 
any length of time ; but it is there, in 
the very nature of the being. To be 
born again, born of the spirit, is the 
change which takes place when the inner 
susceptibility is awakened. God address- 
es the inner life. and chastens and closes 
for the time being the outward suscepti- 
bilities. 

Now if we follow the Scripture, and 
what we see to be true in the nature of 
things, we have to conclude that there 
are spirits who are, from the first, closed, 
impenetrable ; not susceptible to impres- 
sions from within. Christ says repeat- 
edly, ‘He that hath an ear, let him hear:’ 
as much as to say, there are some who 
have no ear. And we see nothing in the 
nature of things, to preclude the suppo- 
sition, that there are spirits born in hu- 
man nature, that are too coarse to hear 
the Spirit of God; spirits that eannot 
be opened in that way; that are incura- 
bly carnal. On the other hand, those 
who have an ear, are capable of receiving 
the impressions of God’s Spirit. Such 
will at last follow Christ. ‘My sheep 
hear my voice, and they follow me.’— 
God has power over them which he has 
not over the others. He will save all he 
can. He has no power to govern the 
reprobate spirit by this inward method. 
Paul speaks of those whom it is impossi- 
ble to renew unto repentance. But he 
has power over the elect, which makes an 
impossibility the other way. Christ says 
‘they shall deceive, if it were possible, 
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munication with God by those who have 
an inward ear cannot be destroyed, and 
God will avail himself ot it and save all 
who have it. 

Let us love the truth on this subject, 
be its relations to our vase what they may. 
Let us love and believe the truth, without 
being hindered by benevolence or sympa- 
thy. Benevolence must not blind us to 
these things; we must look into them 
with the simplicity of a judge on the 
bench, who wants to know the facts.— 
Whoever really and sincerely seeks to 
know the truth about these things, does 
an act that the reprobate spirit is not 
capable of, for that spirit hates the 
truth. 

The cultivation of the spiritual side of 
our nature implies a degree of discern- 
nent that reaches into the deep things of 
God. To solve the problem and get a 
clear idea of our own condition, so as to 
keep it clear, and have peace and a good 
hope of salvation, requires one to be 
spiritually minded. ‘To be spiritually 
minded is life and peace.’—Home-Talk. 
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Free Discussion--Its Safeguard. 

It has been truly said that every large collection 
of human beings, however well educated, has a strong 
tendency to become a mob, and a country of which 
the Supreme, Executive Council is a mob, is really 
in a perilous, condition.—Macauley’s History of 
England. 

This remark might have been true, as applied 
to the English Parliament during the reign of the 
Prince of Orange, but is it not possible to organ- 
ize suciety on such a basis and with such condi- 
tions as to make it untrue now? If the doctrine 
here taught is unqualifiedly true, then an insur- 
mountable barner to communism lies before us. 
But on this point we are skeptical; we prefer to 
sve the question tested practically before rendering 
our verdict. 

Communism comprehends a state of socicty 
compatible with the greatest freedom of thought, 
combined with free discussion ; and if there is at 
the center an organizing, controlling element, we 
see no reason why the best of advantages may 
not be derived from it. What then should come 
in to modify and control popular discussions— 
free thinking and free speaking? We answer: 
A desire to know the Truth. Here is a common 
platform for all to stand on, and from which the 
best spiritual and mental improvement may re- 
sult. The truth is a precious treasure, not 
adapted to exclusive, selfish ownership, or caleu- 
lated t» stimulate pride and inflate the individ- 
ual; but a treasure for the mass, exactly adapted 
to the wants of the heart and mind everywhere, 
In a word, the trath is Community property ; and 
that really is what satisfies the soul of man. If 
then, the discovery of the truth on any given sub- 
ject be the guiding object in free discussions, we 
have found that which will protect us from the 
unhappy state of things contemplated by Mr. Ma- 
caulay, and on the contrary shall be able to apply 
one of the best instrumentalities for mental culture 
and education generally.—u. w. 8B. 

‘Alias! Poor Yorick!’ 

Barnum’s case is almost a pitiable one. In ad- 
dition to his sudden fall from the height of a mil- 
licnaire to actual poverty, it is said that his late 
wanagerial enterprise in England has been un- 
successful, the people keeping shy of his shows, 
and the press criticising the audacity which, after 
such a boastful defence of his previous tricks at 
humbug’ as appeared in his book, would attempt 
to try the public with a second course. We can- 
not but think that in this particular Barnum is 
meeting with a sort of moral retribution, and af- 
fording another instance of the old truth about 
honesty being ‘ the best pulicy.’? One could hardly 
expect that the public, even if it likes to be hum- 
bugged, as Barnum alleges, would like to put him 
in the way of felling of it again. A man may 
bear to be duped, who still would not bear to be 
laughed at. Barnum’s book, written to exalt 
humbug when he was in the full tide of his suc- 
cess, and when it was supposed his wealth and 
influence would sustain him in almost any posi- 








tion, is now a complete block to his further pro- 
gress as ashowman. In addition to these troubles, 
the latest accounts from England state tbat he 
is seriously ill. Perhaps disaster will be the means 
of teaching him a better lesson than prosperity 
has done, and will bring him out in a new char- 
acter.—G. W. N. 





Our Hope. 

The heart-sickening disclosures of N. Y. City 
life made in the examination of the late Dr. Bur- 
dell murder case, are more revolting, if possible, 
than even the murder itself. We get a peep 
through it into the reckless and lawless spirit 
that reigns there, by which all mghts, social and 
fraternal are trampled under foot. Counterfeits, 
thefts, murder and debauchery of all sorts, seem 
to run riot in spite of all legal authority. We in- 
voluntarily ask, where will this end? and what 
is the remedy? Our only hope is in the Sover- 
eignty «f Jesus Christ. We believe that all earn- 
est souls willere long become so disgusted and op- 
pressed by the existence of such evils, and will 
see so clearly the inadequacy of the law to cope 
with them, that their hearts will be turned toa 
higher power, and Christ will be acknowledged 
universal sovereign and king of the passions. No 
law but the ‘higher law,’ which is the law of love, 
and the spirit of Christian communism, will ever 
be able to effectually stem the tide of these evils. 
When this law is established, men will love the 
Lord with all their hearts, and their ‘neighbor 
as themselves” ‘Love worketh no ill to its 
neighbor.’—s. c. H. 


MISCELLANY. 

....Theaccounts received fromTexas, (says The 
Country Gentleman, )in relation to the experiment 
of domesticating the camel for use in the Army 
of the United States, on the southwestern plains, 
continue to be most encouraging. The animals 
are in the care uf a company of the Second Regi- 
ment of Cavalry, stationed at Camp Verde, Texas, 
where large stables have been recently erected 
by the troops for their accommodation. It has 
already been ascertained by repeated experiment, 
that more can be done in the way of transporta- 
tion by six camels in five days than by two six- 
mule teams in ten days. The camels make a trip 
from Camp Verde to San Antonio (sixty miles) 
and return in six days, with more loading thar 
the two wagons can possibly carry, and the wag- 
ons usually take ten or twelve days for the trip, 
The rutting season commenced a month since, and 
in due time we shall learn the success of our 
came]ships in rearing their humpbacked families 
in the country of their adoption. 

...-Ole Bull, the distinguished violinist, is 
about returning to Norway, his native home, over- 
borne with discouragements, arising from an 
unlucky fortune in this country and an excessively 
nervous temperament so common to persons of 
his genius. 

....The Portland Advertiser furnishes a com- 
parison between the ‘ Great Eastern,’ and Noah’s 
Ark as follows: Dimensions of the Great Eastern 
—length, 680 feet; breadth, 83 feet; depth from 
deck to keelson, 60 feet; four decks; draft of 
water, 28 feet; weight of iron hull, 10,000 tons: 
can carry coals and cargo, 18,000 tons. Dimen- 
sions of the Ark of Noah—allowing 21,’883 inches 
the cubit—length, 547 feet; breadth, 913 fect. 





height, 55 feet; estimated tonnage, 18,000. The 
Ark had but three decks. Dimensions of the Ark, 
allowing 18 inches to the cubit, which is the usu- 
al and common rule: length, 450 feet; breadth, 
75 feet; depth, 42 feet. 

...-There is very little foreign news. The dif- 
ficulties about ‘ Bulgrad’ and the ‘Isle of serpents’ 
being settled, England and Russia are getting into 
a quarrel’about Persia. Canton is pretending to 
hold out still, and getting burnt and bombarded 
all to pieces. 

.---The eminent London publishers, Colnaghi 
and Co., have engaged an artist to make a paint- 
ing of Her Majesty’s visit to the Resolute. For 
this purpose photographs of the Royal party, the 
vessel, &c, have been taken. When finished, it 
will be placed in her Majesty’s private gallery. 

...-The N. Y. papers for a week past have 
been full of the testimony, examinations, &c, had 
upon a ‘mysterious’ murder lately committed in 
that city. The victim is Dr. Harvey Burdell, a 
dentist of some note. The murderer is unknown, 
though suspicion is strong against some of the in- 
mates of the house. The murder was committed 
at a time (about 11 P. M.)when there were many 
persons passing in the street, yet almost nothing 
is known about it. This is only the Coruner’s 
inquest, but it has already furnished more than 
fifty colums of matter to the N. Y. Tribune, and 


perhaps the whole will have to be repeated before 
the courts: quite a windfall to the papers! We 
have noticed for some time past a decided increase 
in the number of such crimes. It is becoming 
common to murder a man for no other reason than 
that you want his property. Especially is this 
true in the neighborhood of the cities, but it 1s 
not confined to them. At the same time we no- 
tice an alarming increase of rapes, seductions, &c., 
besides extensive forgeries, and defalcations.— 
What is the cause? Is the frame-work of society 
falling to pieces ? 

..--The Natick (Mass.) Observer, states that 
a child died recently in that village from eating 
red ‘ popped-corn-ball’—a species of confection- 
ary. Its death was attended with all the symp- 
toms of poison, being seized with vomiting soon 
after eating. 

...-The papers announce that another expected 
addition is soon to be made to the already nu- 
merous family of Queen Victoria. 

...-The Rockingham Register learns, from 
the most reliable authority, that the shock of an 
earthquake was felt in Pendletun county, Va., 
some days ago, and that an aperture had been 
formed in the mountains, within two or three 
miles of Circleville, in that county, from which 
volumes of black smoke are issuing, and large 
stones have becn thrown to a great height. 





An Oneida Journal. 

Saturday, Feb. 7.—Being one of a number of 
parents who were invited to visit the school to- 
day, we were struck with the improvements that 
are seen in the books, manner of teaching, and 
school accommodations of the present day, com- 
pared with the old district school of our boy- 
hood. Instead of boys and girls being ranged on 
opposite sides of the house, they here sat side by 
side at the same desk. Instead of high board 
benches, were chairs adapted to the size of all 
classes, and light movable desks. The room looks 
out upon the garden cn one side, and opens into 
the playground on another. The books for read- 
ing, spelling, defining, teaching Geography, &c., 
are the ripe results of experience in teaching, 
beautifully printed and ornamented with pictures. 
A man and two young women, (all, by chance, 
from that school-saturated locality, New Haven 
County, Connecticut,) give their attention to the 
children during four hours in the day. From the 
behavior and recitations of the forty scholars 
present, we were Satisfied that the young people 
of the Community are in the way of getting at 
least the elements of a good education. After 
the intellectual exercises were over, the desks 
were cleared away, and an hour or two was spent 
in dancing, all but the smallest of the juveniles 
joining with the visitors in the exercise. 

Sunday, Feb. 8.—Three weeks ago to-day, was 
the cold sunday. The thermometer then indica- 
ted a state of cold in the neighborhood of thirty 
degrees below zero, To-day is mild and spring- 
like, with the thermcmeter above sixty. Thus 
the weather-range in a period of 21 days extends 
over ninety degrees; or a difference equal to that 
between a very hot summer day and a cold win- 
ter une. This is an example of the sudden and 
wide changes of temperature that accompany our 
climate. It is thought by some of the Horticul- 
turists who have traversed the orchards, that our 


? | fruit trees will again make a sorry show of the 


effects of another hard winter, We will wait and 
see. The grape-viues being mostly near the 
ground and covered up, we think will at least go 
through without injury. 

Meetines, &c.—Two series of criticisms have 
been commenced this weck ; one, of the conductors 
of the Circular, their writings, editorial manage- 
ment, &-., which is carried on in a private club ; 
and another of the trap-shop hands, as to their 
industrial character, which is carried on in the 
public meeting. Many of our evening meetings 
are of a kind not reportable in the Circular.— 
They are not speechless like some meetings of the 
Quakers, but what may be called ejuculatory, 
filled up with thanks and confessions of Christ, 
or praise and prayer, the words being few and 
simple. None oi our meetings are more enjoyed 
or appreciated; as we realize the saying, ‘ Draw 
nigh to God, and he will draw near to you,’ 
and the promise to those who meet in the name 
of Christ, that he will be in the midst of them. 
On Tuesday evening there was some discussion 
on the use of salt, as it was thought our children 
were growing up to love it too well. It may be 
used as a stimulant as much as tobacco, and be- 
come quite as pernicious. The fact that it creates 
thirst shows that it makes the stomach feverish, 
and sy any great quantity must be unhealthy.— 








There was a general interest in the subject, and 








disposition to investigate and change our habits 
in this as in every direction that appears co be 
contrary to true primitive appetite. 





Letter Readings. 

Our correspondence latterly has consisted chief- 
ly of family letters from the Communes, (with an 
occasional shcet from a peddler absentee,) and of 
business orders from abroad. Most of the latter 
come from the far west— Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
and Michigan, and relate to traps. One from 
Wisconsin came the other day, with no other su- 
perscription than ‘Oneida Community, N. Y’ 
Here was quite an economy of penmanship, and as 
it proved, a safe one. Another was directed to 
‘Mr. New House,’ &c., making, as you notice, a 
christian name and all, of the respected surname 
of one of our business chiefs. Correspondence 
with the Communes, in form of daily journals, 
keeps us acquainted with their every-day life, and 
them with ours, and is a conductor of love, sym- 
pathy and help. But withal, we do not get much 
for the Circular. From the few letters we find 
in our drawer, we make what extracts and selec- 
tions we can, hoping it will draw some attention 
to a neglected department of our paper. 


Here are parts of letters from two of our silk- 
peddlers, which strike us as of the old puritanical, 
Cromwellian cast, transmuting every-day affairs 
into religion and faith: 

Detroit, Mich., Jan. 25, 1857. 

Dear Frienps:—My safe arrival here calls forth 
fresh gratitude to God for his ever-watchful care 
by day and by night. While meditating the eve- 
ning I left Oneida, and thinking of the difficulties 
and obstructions I should probably have to meet 
with on my journey, and feeling my own weak- 
ness, I began to look around for help At this 
point my thoughts and desires, and all within 
me, turned towards Christ and the Primitive 
church and the heavenly world. I took up the 
Bible and opened, expecting to find something 
applicable to my owncase. The first passage that 
met my eye was the following beautiful Psalm: 
“T will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from 
the Lord, which made heaven and earth. He will 
not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth 
thee will not slumber, Behold, he that keepeth 
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord 
is thy keeper; the Lord is thy shade upon thy 
right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, 
nor the moon by night. The Lord sha!l preserve 
thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.— 
The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy 
coming in, from this time forth, and even forever 
more.” As I expected, this was indeed applica- 
ble to my case, a marked passage. I knew that 
Christ and the angels were near at hand, and 
would go with me and protect me on my journey. 
My confidence and faith in Christ, in his power 
and grace to save, were greatly increased; the 
clouds and darkness disappeared; [ felt light- 
hearted, and went away from home with hope and 
expectation that all things would work for good, 
and with the assurance of success in accomplishing 
the will and purpose of God.—c. o. 


Tonawanda, N. Y., Feb. 1, 1857. 


My heart fluws out in thankfulness to God for 
his goodness to me; and one of the many things 
I have to be thankful for, is that he has united me 
toa people who make it their first business to 
serve him. Surrounded as I am to-day, by young 
men who make it their business to seek pleasure 
without reference to Christ, my mind is turned 
back io where I was six years ago. Then, I was 
like them, whoily given up te seeking my own. 
But thanks be to the good Providence that has 
showed me that I havea higher and holier calling, 
and has given me grace to chouse the path of life. 
It is quite clear to my mind, that we should make 
all our external amusements means of worshiping 
God; and that when they have the opposite 
effect, i. e., to absorb our minds, and take the 
place of Christ-seeking, then they are a curse to 
us, In looking back to the criticism that was 
given to the musical department before I left home, 
it strikes me as being very just, and I feel the im- 
portance of areform in that department.—4J. R. L. 


In reference to the above allusion, idolatrous 
love of music has been under special criticism in 
the Association this winter. The unworthiness of 
music to be exalted as queen of the heart, may be 
read in the misfortunes and unhappinesses of many 
music worshippers.—Following are two commu- 
nications written apparently for the benefit of tes- 
tifying, of which we have too high an appreciation 
not to grant it in such cases : 

Brookville, Pa., Jan. 1, 1857. 


Dear Frienps:—In view of God's goodness 
and mercy to me in times past, and the many 
blessings enjoyed at the present time, I wish to 
give expression to my thanks through the Circu- 
lar. I thank God for the gift of Jesus Christ, 
through whom we are made partakers of the di- 
vine nature, and have access to the Father. I 


thank him for arranging circumstances that have , 


tended to turn my attention towards the light of 
eternal truth, for the nourishment and growth of 
faith in my heart, and for the sufferings by which 
he has chastened me, and softened my heart. I 
thank him for the victory he has enabled me to 
achieve in regard to work, and for so arranging 
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things that I have formed no alliance with the 
world in business, whereby I am entangled, or 
brought into bondage. I confess Christ in me, 
and in my family, a Savior from all sin, anda 
spirit of progression. PuiLetvs Kenr. 

Tam still persevering in the truth, although 
my progress is slow. When I look back where I 
vnce was, in ignorance of the truth, my heart 
flows out in thankfulness to God for what he has 
already done for me, and the many blessings I 
am constantly receiving at his hand. I feel as- 
sured that he will carry on the work which he 
has begun, in the way which will be the best for 
me, and the most for his own glory. I should 
like to renew my confession of Christ in me, a 
Saviour from sin, and from unbelief in all its forms. 
I confess my union with Christ and with the 
Oneida church, Our interest in the Circular in- 
creases. We recieve it as a blessing from our 
heavenly Father, for which we are thankful. 

Aumirna Kent. 

The following letter from a stranger in Maine, 
contains a just criticism of common society, though 
the writer is not perhaps posted up yet in respect 
to the fundamental nature of our reform, as Bible 
Communists. 

Calais, Me., Jan. 13, 1857. 

* * * Jam interested in every true reform, 
when I am convinced that it is such. It has been 
but a short time since I knew of the existence of 
your Association; but I have long felt the need 
of some change in the present form of society. 
I knew it was wrong. I was conscious that it 
was the source of a vast deal of mischief and of 
misery. I was conscious also that a maimed 
intellect, or an enfeebled mind, was no less an 
affliction than a maimed or an enfeebled body; 
and that a disabled intellect was as deserving of 
our compassion as a disabled body; and that 
therefore a person should not be neglected, or left 
to want for the common comforts of life, simply 
because he had not the mental capacity to accu- 
mulate property, or even procure the necessaries 
of life. And further, I saw that might in the 
former was no more a rule of right than it was in 
the latter; that there was no more reason why a 
man should monopolize God’s gifts to his chil- 
dren, because he had the mental ability and the 
shrewdness to do so, than that he should monop- 
olize them because he had the physical strength, 
or the force of arms to enable him to do so, It 
is no less robbery in the former than it is in the 
latter case. In both cases it is but the exercise 
of power, which God for a good purpose, not an 
evil, has given to some men, while he has with- 
held it from others. Yet in society a man receives 
homage who is able to command wealth by 
‘shrewdness in business.’ ‘A good financier’ 
occupies a place in the affections of those who 
rule society, subordinate not even to him who 
died to save them. All this I saw, but the prob- 
lem was how to remedy it. Still 1 never saw it 
so clearly as since my attention has been directed 
to it by a friend of the Association, and by the 
position which I have recently been called to oc- 
cupy in society. This week I have visited scenes 
of abject poverty and want—been in rooms where 
the stench arising from the filth was tolerable 
only for a minute, except to those to whom it had 
become second nature. The object of the Asso- 
ciation, as I understand it, is not only tv relieve 
such persons, but to elevate them to the ranks of 
men and women. Its object is humane and 
Christian. Its plan of operation I wish to know 
more about. I believe it to be the most etlective 
system that has yet been proposed. It seems to 
be natural, and what is natural is Christian and 
right. H. C. D. 
A sister writes: 

“Tam thankful to find you advocating more 
reform in dress; it is much needed. It is sur- 
prising that women are so weak-minded as to 
give up every thing like comfort, to fashion. The 
bonnets for these cold days are abominable. I 
long to see women wiser and more hke what Paul 
recommends.” 

The subject here touched upon continues to be 
one of progressive interest to us. A new fashion 
of masculine attire is growing quite popular here, 
that is the spencer ; and it is thought this would 
not be unbecoming to women, in the place of their 
sacks, basques, &c.; and that the sexes might 
make a fair compromise, women adopting the 
close-setting broadcloth spencer, and men adopt- 
ing some fashion of skirts below, (short of course, 
like the Roman tunic,) made perhaps of the light 
material of women’s winter wear. At the same 
time the men begin to show some favor towards 
hood-like caps, and here we may perhaps make a 
compromise again. 

A writer whose name is new to us, asks why 
it would not be better for us to emigrate to Cali- 
fornia where they raise 135 bushels of oats to the 
acre, cabbages that weigh 50 lbs., sweet potatocs 
that weigh 14 lbs., &c.; where apple-seeds sown 
in 1854 and budded the same year, produced 
fruit in 1856; where in short every thing is pro- 
pitious to farming and horticulture; instead of 
staying here where our choice fruit-trees are cut 
down by the cold? The idea of sometime mi- 
grating to the south is cherished with fondness 
by many of our people, and we confidently ex- 
pect that communists, sooner or later, will in- 
herit the riches of the tropics; but the moral 








atmosphere is so much better here than there at 








present, that it quite reconciles us to our less 
genial clime. Besides, our winters, which shut us 
in from much outward distraction, yield such 
good harvests of intellectual and spiritual fruit, 
that we could hardly do without them yet. 

Another writer who has recently had his atten- 
tion attracted towards our system, wishes we 
would ‘locate’ a branch Community in Geneva in 
this State, where any quantity of suitable land 
can be got adjoining his.’ We can receive such 
suggestions, but there are more considerations 
than can be mentioned, affecting any action on 
them. 

In answer to a recent query, whether there is 
not an organ of respirativeness, responding to the 
greater or less attraction which different persons 
have for breathing fresh air, we have the following: 


Wallingford, Ct., Feb. 3, 1857. 

Bro. G.:--Whether there is a phrenological or- 
gan of respiration located somewhere in the head 
or not, I am unable to say; but this fact I have 
noticed, that the persons who suffer most from 
bad ventilation, are those of active temperaments 
—persons who think and exercise their brains a 
good deal. Such persons are very sensitive to 
impure air; and in crowded rooms, they soon feel 
oppressed; a feeling of heaviness creeps over 
them, they are unable to think clearly, &c., for 
the reason that there is not a flow of that pure 
well oxygenated blood to the head that is neces- 
sary toa healthy action of the brain. Such per- 
sons need pure air in their hours of sleep, as well 
as when awake, to repair the wear and tear the 
brain has sustained in the hours of study. To 
all, but to the class of active thinkers particularly, 
pure air is one of the greatest biessings, and one 
which cannot be dispensed with. Health of body 
and mind is in a good degree dependent on it. 

Your Brother in Christ, H. T. 


Equilibrium of Life. No. 2, 

In our conceptions of a state of true 
spiritual equlibrium, we must make pro- 
vision for the agitation and crisis neces- 
sary in the working of the positive and 
negative poles of the battery we have to 
do with. In this respect, we may gather 
instruction from analogy. The earth 
strives after a state of equilibrium and 
rest, but such a state seems to be attain- 
able only through the more or less violent 
upheavings of earthquakes and volcanoes. 
The calm and quiet of the atmosphere 
also seem more or less dependent on, and 
preceeded by the toraado and the thun- 
der-storm. It seems to be a law of na- 
ture, that weakness and decay go before 
strength and growth. Death first, and 
resurrection afterwards. Thus in the 
vegetable world,—the seed must die, to 
live. The germ, from which springs the 
new flower and the fruit, starts from with- 
in the decay and waste of the old. The 
same is true in the animal kingdom. 
Birth is an example ; weakness and ex- 
haustion are its concomitants: it takes 
life to give life. So of eating and drink- 
ing ; hunger is the signal of demand, and 
a periodical supply of food is essential to 
restore ind preservea healthy equilibrium. 
Likewise the seasons; the waning and 
leafless autumn, and the bleak, frigid win- 
ter, precede the genial spring and the 
blooming summer. 

How far the laws which govern the 
natural world, as indicated in the above 
examples, apply to the spirit and soul, 
we cannot say ; but probably, so long as 
we have an uncreated devil to contend 
against, there will be more or less alter- 
nate ebb and flow in our spiritual experi- 
ence. Our ultimate state will undoubt- 
edly be such as will involve no pain, nor 
apy disagreeable climaxes whatever, but 
one of perfect equilibrium and rest. But 
we cannot conceive of the final rest of 
heaven, even, as in any way a monotonous 
and unvaried experience. Happiness it- 
self is magnetic ; it has its positive and 
negative currents—the one necessary to 
the other, and it always will be so. 

In regard to spiritual experience, weak- 
ness makes room for strength. It is when 
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we are apparently in the most negative, 
empty state, that we are most receptive 
to Christ. Paul was restive when plied 
with a thorn in the flesh, and he besought 
the Lord to remove it. But not so: the 
answer was, ‘ My grace is sufficient for 
thee ; for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.’ ‘ Most gladly therefore,’ says 
Paul, ‘ will I glory in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore, I take pleasure in infirmities, 
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecu- 
tions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake ; for 
when I am weak, then am I strong.’ 
Here is one of the secrets and conditions 
of true, spiritual equilibrium.—n. w. B. 








§fome Paragraphs. 
FAITH. 

‘Faith is the substance of things hoped 
for and the evidence of things not seen,’ 
By faith we draw nigh to God, and re- 
ceive the gift of eternal life ; without it 
we cannot please him. By faith we are 
united to Christ, and are saved from sin. 
We live by the faith of the Son of God, 
and by it are united to Christ as the 
branch is united to the vine. All that 
come to God in faith receive what they 
ask for; he dees not turn them empty 
away; he loves to reward the faithful 
soul. Everything we receive from God 
comes by faith; faith itself is his gift. 
Whatsoever is not of faith is sin. What- 
soever is of faith is righteousness. The 
resurrection of Christ comes by faith— 
the faith which works by love and purifies 
the heart, and overcomes the world. This 
is the faith of the Son of God. True 
faith always works by love. God’s faith 
is not and cannot be separated from love. 
Faith is the key that unlocks heaven and 
lets into our hearts the presence of God. 
When we have true and loving faith in 
God, we love to do his will, whatever it 
is. It is an easy thing to die, if we know 
it is his will. It is by faith that we know 
when he speaks to us; by faith that we 
walk in his light, and have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin. 
l‘aith overcoines all things, and love bears 
all things, and seeks not its own, is not 
puffed up, and never faileth. Faith comes 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God. If we would profit by the word of 
God, it must be mixed with faith in us 
who hear it,—m. L. 


EXPERIENCE, 

I have had some experience lately, 
which led me to ask God for deliverance 
from the effects of a spirit which has all 
my life long been a source of trial and 
tribulation. Iam thankful for the con- 
fidence which emboldens me to come to 
God as unto a kind and loving father ; 
with the feeling that he cares for us, and 
delights to help us get rid of our faults. 
Much is said in the Bible to encourage us 
to ‘come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need.’ ‘For we have 
not a high priest which can not be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, but 
was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin.’ These and such like 
promires and considerations impart to us 
faith and courage to overcome old habits, 
antinomianism, and unbelief in all its 
forms. Though it takes years of endur- 
ance, we will patiently wait on God— 
believing that we shall reap in due time 








if we faint not. 


It is written, ‘He that 
overcometh, the same shall be clothed 
in white raiment ; and I will not blot out 
his name out of the book of life, but I wilt 
confess his name before my father, and 
before his angels.’—n. G. H. 


THE BIBLE, 

I was thinking to day about the Bible, 
what achart and guide-book ‘it is to the 
spiritual mariner. It gives us directions 
and rules for all cireumstances—is full 
of comforting exhortations and glorious 
promises, and abounds with innumerable 
blessings for the righteous. And, great- 
est of all, it gives us Christ, as an exan- 
ple in word, thought and action, whom 
we may safely follow, he being meck and 
lowly in heart, and yet filled with all the 
fullness of God. In the Bible, the way of 
holiness and eternal life is made so clear, 
that a wayfaring man, though a fool, 
shall not err therein. Are we called to 
give up father, mother, brothers, sisters, 
and worldly pleasures ? Christ says, we 
shall have an hundred-fold in this world, 
and life eternal in the world to come. 
Are we sorely tempted ? The Bible as- 
sures us that no temptation has taken us 
but such as is common to man, and God 
is faithful who will not suffer us to be 
tempted above that we are able, but will, 
with the temptation, make a way of es- 
cape, that we may be able to bear it. Do 
we labor, and are our hearts heavy laden ? 
Christ says, ‘Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.’ Do we lack wisdom ? James 
says, let such ask of God, who giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and 
it shall be given him. Are we seeking 
after wisdom and knowledge ? In Christ 
are hid all such treasures. Are we fear- 
ful and faint-hearted and does our path- 
way through fiery trials lie ? God tells us 
to fear not ; ‘I am with thee, be not dis- 
mayed ; for I will strengthen and help 
thee.’ ‘My grace is sufficient for thee : - 
and my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness.’ Have we spiritual battles to fight, 
and are we wrestling against principali- 
ties and powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places ? We are com-~ 
manded to pnt on the whole armour of. 
God, that we may be able to stand in the 
evil day, having our loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness ; and our feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace ; above 
all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith 
we shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked ; the helmet of salva- 
tion, and the sword of the spirit, which 
isthe word of God.—Carrig, 

Newark, Jan, 1857. 


CONFESSION OF CHRIST. 

Christ has pointed out the true way 
to grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of God ; and has made it so plain that a 
wayfaring man, though a fool, need nut 
err therein. It is simply the belief of 
the heart, and the confession of the 
mouth. If we confess him before men, 
he has promised to confess us before his 
Father and before the holy angels, Paul 
says, ‘ The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
heart and in thy mouth ; even the word 
of faith which we preach; that if thou 
shalt confess the Lord Jesus, thou shalt 
be saved. To be saved implies a great 
deal—-nothing less than the full.and com- 
plete salvation of soul and body. Having 
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this confidence in the confession of Christ, 
I esteem it a privilege to renew my con- 
fession ot him as a Savior from all sin 
and its consequences, I also confess my 
faith in the principles brought out by 
J. H.N., as the basis of that unity for 
which Christ prayed ‘that they all might 
be one, even as he and the Father are 
one,’—W. G, K. 





What Kind of Righteousness ? 

‘ Have you seen E——since she left our 
house ?’ 

‘No, I have not.’ 

* Have not you heard from her ?’ 

* Yes, I heard from her by Mr. ——.’ 

(After a pause.) ‘She has met with a 
change. I am told ?’ 

‘Yes, I understand that she has.’ 

‘Well, I do not know how she can be 
very much changed for the better ; she 
was pretty good before.’ 

‘Yes, indeed, she was a fine girl.’ 

This conversation was between two 
professors of religion, members of two 
orthodox, evangelical churches ; and the 
change spoken ‘of in E—— was a camp- 
meeting conversion. As ‘straws show 
which way the wind blows,’ so this little 
conversation shows their ideas of right- 
eousness, and probably a very common 
idea of it. A sweet, amiable disposi- 
tion was, in their view, susceptible of 
little improvement. The contrast be- 
tween the self-righteousness of good works 
and the salvation of Jesus Christ, was 
brought so vividly to view that I was as- 
tonished, although fully aware that of 
this kind was all their righteousness.— 
And yet these two speakers were intelli- 
gent,—prominent in the church, and in 
meetings talked of Christ and salvation. 
But E , under the impulse of her 
fresh conversion, would probably tell 
them that all her goodness was ‘as the 
morning cloud,’ and availed her nothing. 
As I listened, this scripture came to my 
mind: ‘Except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.’ Mat. 5: 20. 

The familiarity of my acquaintance 
with the speakers being a sufficient war- 
rant for such freedom, I ventured to 
quote the passage, explaining that the 
excess of righteousness required was not 
in quantity, but in kind ; that though 
they should increase their amiability to 
any possible amount, ‘piling the pyra- 
mid’ of good works like Babel’s tower, 
they would fail to reach heaven ; while one 
act of faith that joined to Christ would 
bring heaven to the heart ; that over all 
the purity, and beauty, and fragrance of 
the most well-ordered life, the love of 
Christ in the heart rose with transcend- 
ent loveliness ; having power ‘to gild re- 
fined gold, to paint the lily, and throw a 
perfume over the violet.’ The excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our 


Lord, being so much more lovely and glo- 

rious, would add lustre to the best nat- 

ural gifts and qualities, and throw a 

charm over the most common-place scenes 

and events. H. N. L. 
Verona, N. Y. 


NE 
Paragraphs from the Papers. 


Earnestness. 

Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton was installed, on 
the 15th ult., as Lord Rector of Glasgow Univer- 
sity, to which office he was elected in November 
last. We make the following extract from his 
speech on the occasion: 


“With purpose comes the grand secret of all 
worldly success, which some men call will, but 








which I would rather call earnestness, If I were 
asked, from my experince of life, to say what 
attribute most impressed the minds of others, or 
most commanded fortune, I shvuld say, ‘earnest- 
ness.’ Take, for instance, the House of Commons 
as the highest type of a popularassembly. What 
is the great secret of success there? ‘The three- 
fold gift of the parliamentary speaker is earnest- 
ness. Have but fair sense and a competent 
knowledge of your subject, and then be thoroughly 
in earnest to impress your own honest conviction 
upon others, and no matter what your delivery, 
though your gestures shocked every rule in Quin. 
tilian, you would command the ear and influence 
the debates of the most accomplished, the most 
fastidious, and, take it altogether, the noblest 
assenbly of freemen in the world; while some 
man, in whose delivery no fault could be detected, 
except the one defect of that earnest conviction 
which Roscius himself could not teach if the man 
has not got it, would be indeed admired as a fire- 
work, but would never guide like a star. As it 
is in the House of Communs, which is but the 
representative of the national mind, so it is with 
all life throughout these nations. The earnest 
man wins way for himself, and earnestness and 
truth go together. Never affect to be other than 
you are—either richer or wiser. Never be 
ashamed to say, ‘I do not know.’ Men will then 
believe vou when you say, ‘I doknow.’ Never 
be ashamed to say, whether as applied to time or 
money, ‘I cannot afford it’—‘I cannot afford to 
waste an hour in the idleness to which you invite 
me—I cannot afford the guinea you ask me to 
throw away.’ Once establish yourself and your 
mode of life as what they really are, and your 
foot is on solid ground, whether for the gradual 
step onward, or for the sudden spring over a 
precipice. From these maxims let me deduce 
another—learn to say ‘No’ with decision ; ‘ Yes’ 
with caution—‘ No’ with decision whenever it 
resists a temptation; ‘ Yes’ with caution when- 
ever it implies a promise. A promise unce given 
is a bond inviolable. A man is already of conse- 
quence in the world when it is known that we 
can implicitly rely upon him.” 
Let the Children Sing. 

The editor of The American Magazine, 
speaking of vocal music, says: 

* All children cvn learn to sing if they com- 
mence in season. In Germany every child is 
taught to use its voice while young. In their 
schools all join in singing as a regular exercise, 
as much as they attend to the study of geogra- 
phy; and in their churches singing is not con- 
fined to the choir that sits apart from the others, 
perhaps in one corner of the house, but there 
is a vast tide of incense going forth from every 
heart that can give utterance to this language 
from the soul. In addition to the delightful 
influence music has upon the character, it has 
also a marked influence iu suppressing pulmon- 
ary complaints. Dr. Rush used to say that the 
reason why the Germans seldom die of con- 
sumption was, they were always singing.” 


Bibles in the World. 


It is computed that all the Bibles printed in 
the world, prior to 1894, were Jess than one- 
tenth the number printed since that date. In 
that year the British and Foreign Bible Society 
was established, which has issued about twenty- 
five millions of copies. The American Bible 
Society has issued about eight millions. About 
sixty other Bible Societies have issued six mil- 
lious more—of which the American and Bible 
Society has issued one million—making in all, 
some forty millions published since 1804, 
against a total of four millions previously.- - 
In two years, at the present rate of about two 
millions per annum, we print more than were 
printed inthe first four centuries after the in- 
vention of types; and in the next fifty years, 
at the same ratio of increase as in the last fifty, 
the Word of God will be multiplied to an ex- 
tent equal to half the population of the globe; 
and, doubtless, far more than the full number 
of those who will even then be able to read. 
The number of languages and dialeets in which 
it has been printed is now one hundred and 
sixty. Thus, even in the most material sense, 
the Bible is ‘the book of books ;? outnumber- 
ing in cireulation, and in the languages which 
itspeaks, all the other books in the world 
combined.— Baptist Examiner. 
Expensiveness of Marriage. 

Marriage is getting to be more and more a lux- 
ury that can be indulged in by but few. A lady 
writing to the Sandusky Register says: 

In this town, for instance, there are some 
thirty or forty young men, well-to-do in the 
way of salaries and business, yet who refuse to 
take the step which they aLL WANT TO TAKE, 
but do not: and why? The large majority of 
them have salaries ranging from five hundred 
to seven hundred dollars per,year, und a few 
have eight hundred and a thousand dollars per 
year. Now, the first question to be asked by 
any sane man is, can I properly support a wife 
if I take one? Then he counts the cost of liv- 
ing as the woman of his preference would wish, 
and lo! he finds, to his amazement, that his 





income is yastly too small to support even a 
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modest establishment ; and somewhat saddened 
by the reflection, he plunges into labor, and 
courts business with an assiduity that takes 
away his health eventually, in hope of attaining 
an income that shall erable him to marry and 
have a home of his own. And this is the se- 
eret of all the hard unending toil of the young 
men of to-day who are fast approaching thirty 
years of age—this is the reason of so many 
disappointed men and waiting women, deny it 
or bide it as you may. 

‘How many wives are responsible,’ asks the 
Home Journal, for the ‘two thousand seven hun- 
dred and five failures,’ which there were in the 
United States last year, according to the Day 
Book ?? 


— ee 
The Ocean. 


Lieutenant Maury has sent a report to the Sec- 
retary of the Navy concerning the submarine ex- 
plorations made by the North-Pacific Explor- 
ing Expedition under the command of Lieutenant 
Rodgers, and froin this valuable document is taken 
the following interesting extract: 

Deep-sea soundings, with specimens of the 
bottom, have also been returned to this office 
from that expedition. They were taken in the 
North Pacifie with Brooke’s apparatus, and 
have been studied through the microscope of 
Professor Bailey at West Point. They all tell 
the same story. They teach us that the quiet 
of the grave reigns everywhere in the profound 
depths of the ocean; that the repose here is 
beyond the reach of wind—it is so perfect that 
none of the powers of earth, save only the 
earthquake and voleano, can disturb it. The 
specimens of deep-sea soundings, for which we 
are indebted to the ingenuity of Lieutenant 
Brooke, are as pure and as free from the sand 
of the sea as the snow flake that falls when it 
is calm upon the sea is from the dust of the 
earth. Indeed, these soundings suggest the 
idea that the sea, like the snow-cloud with its 
flakes in a calm, is always letting fall upon its 
hed showers of these microscopic shells; and 
we may readily imagine that the ‘ sunless wrecks’ 
which strew its bottom are, in the process of 
ages, hid under this fleecy covering, presenting 
the rounded appearance which is seen over the 
body of the traveler who has perished in the 
snow-storm. The ocean, especially within and 
near the tropics, swarms with life. The re- 
mains of its myriads of moving things are con- 
veyed by currents, and scattered and lodged 
in the course of time all over its bottom. This 
process, continued for ages, has covered the 
depths of the ocean as with a mantle, consist- 
ing of organisms as delicate as the macled frost, 
and as light as the undvifted snow-flake on the 
mountain. Wherever this beautiful sounding- 
rod has reached the bottom of the deep sea, 
whether in the Atlantic or Pacific, the bed of 
the ocean has been found of a down-like soft- 
ness. The lead appears to sink many feet 
deep into the oozy matter there which has been 
strained and filtered through the sea-water. 
This matter consists of the skeletons and casts 
of insects of the sea, of microscopic minuteness. 
The fact that the currents do not reach doéwn 
to the bottom of the deep sea; that there are 
no abrading agents at work there, save alone 
the gnawing tooth of time ; that a rupe of sand, 
if stretched wpon the bed of the ocean, would be 
a cable strong enough to hold the longest tele- 
graphic wire that art can draw; these, with 
other discoveries made in the course of the 
investigations carried on in the hydrographical 
department of this office concerning the physics 
of the sea, and already announced in its offi- 
cial publications and correspondence, are like- 
ly to prove of great practical value and im- 

ortance in submarine telegraphy—a line of 

usiness only in the first stage of its infancy, 
but deeply interesting to the whole human 
family ; for in its bearings and results it touch- 
es most nearly the progress of man in the 
march that is leading him upward and onward. 
The notion was that a telegraphic cable must 
be of great strength to resist and withstand the 
forces of the sea. Whereupon the conducting 
wire, after being coated to insulation with gut- 
ta-percha, was encased in a wire hawser or ca- 
ble stout enough to hold the largest ‘ seventy- 
four’ to her anchors. These cables were very 
expensive in their manufacture, bulky for 
stowage, unwieldy for handling, and difficult to 
lay. It was such a wire-laid cable that the 
Telegraphic Company lost in the laying be- 
tween Newfoundland and Cape Breton in 
1855 ; and it is such a one—wire-laid, stiff 
and larger than a man’s arm—that the French 
have twice attempted to lay in the Mediterranean 
and twice lost. But now we have learned, in 
the course of these investigations, that all the 
obstacles interposed by the sea to the laying of 
submarine telegraphs lie between the surface 
and the depth of a few hundred fathoms below ; 
and that these are not to be mastered by force, 





nor overcome by the tensile strength of wire- 
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drawn ropes, but that, with a little artifice, they 
will yield to a mere thread. It is the case of a 
man-of-war and the little nautilus in the burri- 
cane——the one, weas in its strength, is dashed 
to pieces; the other, strong in its weakness, 
resists the utmost violence of the storm, and 
rides as safely through it as though there were 
no ragings in the sea. Therefore, it may now 
be considered as a settled principle in subma- 
rine telegraphy, that the true character ofa 
eable for the deep sea is not that of an iron 
rope as large as a man’s arm, but a single cop- 
per wire, or a fascicle of wires, coated with 
gutta-percha, pliant and supple, and not larger 
than a lady’s finger. 





Protection afforded by Trees. 

From an article in the Evening Post, we gather 
a few facts and observations, in addition to those 
contained ina late No, of the Circular, on the 
great value of groves and belts of trees, as afford- 
ing protection to the neighboring lands. When, 
for instance, loose and sterile sands are exposed 
to the constant sweep of the winds, these sands 
are blown upon the arable or meadow lands ad- 
joining, and so the barren area is enlarged from 
year to year. This may be prevented by planta- 
tions and groves of trees. A remarkable instance 
is related, of the mischief done through inatten- 
tion to this important fact : 


A farmer whose fields lay along the inlet 
which makes Cape Ann a peninsula, had cut 
down a grove of pitch-pine trees which stood 
between his place and the water. The wind 
immediately began to blow the loose sand of 
the beach across the space before occupied by 
the grove ; acre after aere of the farm was in- 
vaded by it and made worthless; the sand was 
even caried up a considerable ascent ; pastures 
had become a mere beach, and stone fences 
had been overwhelmed and covered from sight. 
The mischief seemed likely to extend still fur- 
ther, the owner of the land probably not being 
aware that there was any remedy; and yet 
there was an obvious one, the replanting of the 
space formerly oczupied by the pines. A let- 
ter from Dr. RU. Piper, author of the work 
now publishing on the Trees of America says: 
* At Stratham, New Hampshire, is a planta- 
tion of locusts of both varieties, the northern 
and southern, planted by the Hon. Payne Win- 
gata, on blowing sand, and the land is now 
covered with grass, yielding a ton to the acre. 


In a further extract from Dr. Piper’s letter, we 
find the following, in relation to the amount of 
fuel consumed by steam-engines cu railroads pas- 
sing through forests, compared with the amount 
consumed by the same where the road passes over 
the open country—showing the effect of forests 
in diminishing the cold by lessening evaporation : 


‘That the amount of fuel consumed in dri- 
ving steam-engines on railroads must be ma- 
terially affected by the rapid abstraction of 
warmth when there is no protection against the 
wind, is plain. Indeed, a scientific friend in- 
forms me that on actual trial he finds that a 
locomotive will consume nearly twice as much 
fuel to the mile in the open country as iu pass- 
ing through the woods at the same rate of 
travel. You will see from this how important 
is my suggestion in regard to planting the 
sides of railroads with trees, to say nothing of 
the profits arising out of the wood thus pro- 
duced, and the additional comfort to travelers 
in cold and warm countries. The difference be- 
tween paying and non-paying railroad stock may 
depend entirely on the amount of fuel consumed. 

The editor of the New England Farmer 
furnishes me with the following facts: There 
are about 5,000 locomotives running upon our 
railroads, each of which consumes about 1,000 
cords of wood annually, making a grand total 
of 5,000,000 cords per annum. Allowing a 
high average to the aere, one hundred thou- 
sand acres of our forests are annually destroyed 
to meet this demand alone. You will remem- 
ber that ina paper which I read to you upon 
experiments made by me showing the protec- 
tion afforded by trees against the abstraction cf 
caloric, I showed that the climate was much 
affected by this destruction of our forests; tha: 
our streams are dried up by it, and droughts 
and floods made more frequent; and that, prob- 
ably, insects injurious to vegetation owed their 
increase to the same cause, as it is noticed that 
in years of great drought they are much more 
numerous than in other years. I see that Mr. 
Hint, in his last Report on the Agriculture of 
Massachusetts, says that it is a well known fact 
that many countries which were formerly well 
watered and populous, as portions of Kgypt, 
Syria and Persia, have, by the destruction of 
forests, been converted into uninhabitable 
wastes. 





LETTERS NOT OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.—Ereck 
Potter; John Linkletter; Emma Van Horten; F. 
M. Franks. 
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